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Can you believe that we are coming up on Ash
Wednesday? Ash Wednesday is February 17 —
about two weeks away. This year we get an
early Easter and therefore an early Lent.
Easter is not a fixed date like Christmas
(December 25). Easter “moves!” “Easter Day
is always the Sunday after the full moon that
occurs on or after the Spring Equinox on March
21, a date which is fixed in accordance with an
ancient ecclesiastical computation, and which
does not always correspond to the astrological
equinox.” (BCP880) Aren’t you glad Easter
comes printed on your calendar and you do not
have to depend on me to figure this out!?!

In relative terms, that happens early this year.

Ash Wednesday then falls 40 days before Easter.

Lent had just begun last year, when we were
forced out of our buildings and into our Digital
Church by Covid-19. The meme “This is the
Lentiest Lent I ever Lented” was all the rage in
Social Media. My friends, we are in for another
very Lenty Lent. This time we’re ready — We’ve
got this!!

Our Book of Common Prayer tells us that Lent
is a season of penitence and fasting. (BCP265)
Penitence is about our awareness of sin in our
lives. Fasting is about abstaining from
something. Based on the criteria of penitence
and fasting, I don’t think Lent every really
ended last year. Covid-19 has us trapped in a
what feels like perpetual Lent. Somedays I feel
like I’'m living in the movie “Groundhog Day.”

The past year has forced some Lenty feeling
disciplines upon us: wearing masks and social
distancing. Like it or not we have had to think

about our own mortality, and we have a new
awareness of the interdependence of our society.

I regularly find myself marveling at the paradoxes of
human existence. Human beings are among the most
adaptable and resilient creatures, but at the same
time our lives are very fragile. I am in awe of all of
you! I am proud of how St. John’s has found our own
way to be Digital Church and how all of you have
stayed more engaged than ever.

Like “Groundhog Day” we will continue to wake

up to wearing masks, social distancing, gathering
restrictions, and vaccination scheduling for a time

to come. Yet every day I find comfort and inspiration
knowing we are doing this together. Eventually we
will be on the other side of the Lentiest Lent we ever
Lented.

ASH WEDNESDAY
Ash Wednesday Worship and Bible Study
9:30 a.m. in our Digital Church

Distribution of Ashes Drive-Thru
12 -1 p.m. St. John’s Circle

*Everyone in the vehicle MUST be wearing a mask.

Ash Wednesday Worship and Bible Study
7 p.m. in our Digital Church

Wednesdays in Lent — OUR Stories of Race and
Racism

7 p.m. in our Digital Church
February 24, March 3, 10, 17, & 24

St. John’s has over 325 years of history with race and
racism. What is YOUR history with race and racism?

More details to follow.

www.stjohnsbroadcreek.org
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N U.S. Congressman
R Steny Hoyer

Representing Maryland’s 5th Congressional District

January 22, 2021

COVID-19 Vaccine Appointments
A MESSAGE FROM CONGRESSMAN STENY H. HOYER

The COVID-19 vaccine is currently being distributed to Marylanders aged 75
and older, health care providers, law enforcement officials, education staff,
those living in assisted living facilities, and individuals at congregate living
facilities such as transitional housing and shelters. Vaccine supply is very
limited and vaccines are distributed by appointment only. Click here for more
information about who is currently eligible to receive the vaccine.

You must register through your county to make an appointment to receive the
vaccine. Below you will find information on registering in each of the five
counties in the Fifth District:

Anne Arundel County

Click here to register in Anne Arundel County. If you need assistance, call the
Anne Arundel County Department of Health at 410-222-7256 or
email covid19info@aacounty.org.

Prince George's County

Click here to register in Prince George's County. If you need assistance, call
the Prince George's County Department of Health at 301-883-7879.

Charles County

Click here to register in Charles County. If you need assistance, call the
Charles County Department of Health at 301-609-6717.

Calvert County

Click here to register in Calvert County. If you need assistance, call the
Calvert County Department of Health at 410-535-0218.

St. Mary's County

Click here to register in St. Mary's County. New appointments are added on
Fridays. If you need assistance, call the St. Mary's Department of Health
at 301-475-4330, ext. 1049.

As always, | encourage all Fifth District residents to continue to share their
concerns and insights with me by contacting my office or connecting with me
on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram. If you are experiencing a personal
difficulty such as issues accessing veterans benefits or another problem
regarding a federal agency and you wish for my office to place an inguiry on
your behalf, please complete the casework request form by clicking here.

Sincerely Yours,

S

Steny H. Hoyer

MUSIC KEPT US GOING

Annual Music Report, 2020

Just like everything else in 2020, music at St. John’s had to adjust
to the big hurdle of COVID-19. As reports showed that singing was
a “super-spreader” activity, we were confronted with the reality that
singing in public would not be available to us for quite some time.
This was quite a blow, considering that singing is a major part of
our worship. But, we have persevered and are looking to the
future.

Libby W,

Music for worship has been all online. Most music is recorded live
as we go through our weekly worship recording. We've tried to
make the music selections accessible and familiar so that folks are
eager and able to sing along at home. Occasionally, pieces are
pre-recorded and inserted into the worship videos, and we've even
used the occasional special Youtube performance from others.

Because we don’t know how long it will be before we're able to
sing together again, we started investigating handbells for use in
worship. Handbells can be played safely with masks and social
distancing. They are also an opportunity for folks who are shy
about singing to get involved in making music for our services.
Using money from several estate donations as well as a grant from
the Bishop, we were able to purchase 3 octaves of Schulmerich
handbells, 3 octaves of Schulmerich hand chimes, and all of the
equipment (gloves, table padding, stand binders, table risers)
needed to get St. John's ringing. As soon as virus numbers drop
and it is safe and legal to gather in small groups, we will be inviting
any and all church members to come and learn to ring bells and
chimes.

Additionally, we plan to invite some area churches to come and
ring, with the intent of forming a community handbell choir as well
as a St. John's bell choir. We hope that we will be able to make
recordings that we and other churches can use in digital worship
services and that this can be a community outreach that will last far
beyond the pandemic.

At Christmas, the St. John’s choir gathered virtually and learned
how to put together a “virtual choir” which was presented on
Christmas Eve at both of our services. It was very special to get to
see the choir back together again, even in the form of videos of
each person singing safely in their own home. Hearing “Silent
Night” performed as a choir made our services feel a little more like
the St. John’s Christmas experience we all know and love.

Finally, Libby is offering the first of what we hope will be several
“Learn to Read Music” virtual classes for beginning music readers.
This will be a good jumping off point for folks who are interested in
playing bells, and it is an opportunity for any congregant to get
more comfortable with the music from our hymnals that we use
weekly.

Libby dearly misses working with the choir and playing the organ
while the congregation sings. But, knowing that this is just a
temporary situation, we’ve been able to keep a song in our
hearts... and our services.

www.stjohnsbroadcreek.org
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ANNUAL MEETING - AGENDA
St. John’s Episcopal Church — Broad Creek
February 7, 2021

Welcome, Blessing Your Meal/Snacks
Call to Order

Opening Prayer:

One: The Lord be with you.

All:  And also with you.

One: Let us pray together...

Almighty and everliving God, source of all wisdom and understanding, be present with those who take
counsel in the Annual Meeting of St. John’s Broad Creek for the renewal and mission of your Church. Teach
us in all things to seek first your honor and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right, and grant us both the
courage to pursue it and the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Approval of Agenda with additions and corrections, if any
Appointments: Parliamentarian and Registrar
Statement of the Registrar that a quorum of qualified voters is at hand
Recognition of Departing Vestry Members
o Karen Herbert
o Mike Lacey
o Sandra Buchelion
Presentation of 2021 Slate of Vestry candidates and Senior Warden
o 2021 Vestry Slate
e Joe Taylor and Siegfried Ising — Team Junior Warden
e Erica Kallop — 2 Years (for a second term)
e Marcus Rochester— 2 Years
e DeHaven Colston - 2 Years
o If any additional nominations from the floor are made and seconded, appointment of tellers and casting of
first ballot follow.
o Ifthere are no nominations from the floor, then the chair will ask for election of the Slate by acclamation.
Approval of minutes from the 2020 Annual Meeting
Call for Old Business
o Flooding Mitigation — Betsy Winters
o Music Ministry Report — Libby Wiebel
Call for New Business
o Presentation of the 2021 Budget
Report from tellers on balloting for Vestry and Junior Warden (if necessary)
Report on EDOW 126t Convention — Charles Day
Remarks by Senior Warden — Betsy Winters
Remarks by Rector — Sarah Odderstol
Closing prayer
Motion to Adjourn

4 www.stjohnsbroadcreek.org
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L. DeHaven Colston
Vestry Member

| was born in Nashville, TN

and attended Fisk University.

| moved to this area in 1969
and began teaching Art in the
DC Public School System.

| received a master's degree in
Art from Howard University and
a Master's in Counseling from
Bowie State University.

In 1980 | began working as a
counselor in DC then
transferred to Charles County
Public School System in the
1990's. | became a National
Board Certified Counselor and
a Licensed Clinical Professional
Counselor before retiring in
2008. | have been a member or
St John's for about 11 years.

| am married to Freddie Colston
and have one biological
daughter, Lauren (mother of
Lena).

Siegfried Ising and Joe Taylor
Junior Warden Team

A couple for forty years, Joe Taylor and Siegfried Ising
have shared their cottage compound "Little Broad Creek"
since 1992. Joe is a retired school teacher who lived for
many months near Tokyo as "Maryland's Teacher to
Japan." Siegie, a Master Architect, has been solving
architectural conundrums to preserve early American
buildings for much of his long career. Together, the men
enjoy the natural setting of their modern house on the
edge of the woods. They like to read and garden.

Siegie collects antique wooden boxes. Joe likes to use his
passport whenever he can discover a new culture. They
cherish their friendships. They are thankful for God's
blessings and the St. John's community.

! \

Marcus Rochester
Vestry Member

| attended NY public schools thru
June 1968. That fall, | was enrolled
in the United Nations International
School (UNIS), where | participated
in the school orchestra, on the
soccer team, on stage, followed
the stock market, was assigned to
Fairchild Industries, and visited
France twice. This exposure
fostered a greater appreciation of
different people and other cultures.
I moved to the District of Columbia
(D.C)in 1972.

In the fall of 1972, | enrolled at
George Washington University
(GWU) in DC. to pursue a
Bachelor’s degree in American
Studies. Here | met my wife Isabel
Herrera. After graduating, | was
employed with Fairchild Space and
Electronics Company as a
technical recruiter. As a tool to deal
with stress, | developed a liking for
Kung Fu and running.

In 1987, | obtained an Information
Systems Specialist Certificate,
which led to a career change.
Computer Information Technology
improved my income and
professional growth.

In 1997, our son Miles EJ
Rochester, named after Jazz great
Miles Davis.

| have been employed for more
than 20-years as a Federal IT
contractor. | pride myself keeping
on top of industry changes.
Currently | reside in Fort
Washington, MD.
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