
 

             

A PUBLICATION FOR MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF ST. JOHN’S BROAD CREEK EPISCOPAL CHURCH: “All are welcome - all inclusive - no judgment!  

St. John’s welcomes Reverend Marian Humphrey back as our Interim clergy. 
Rev. Marian will be presiding three Sunday’s a month until further notice. 
Come on over to the church (weather permitting) and celebrate Christ’s 
Gifts and Blessings. When Rev. Marian is not in  attendance, we will hold 
outside, morning prayer service in person (weather permitting).  
 
Notifications will be emailed to you via the email address that is on file with 
the church. If you are not receiving emails please send Libby a message at 
libby@stjohnsbroadcreek.org  
 
 

DATE   SERVICE     PRESIDER  
Sunday, Sept 5, 2021 Morning Prayer    Congregation 
Sunday, Sept 12, 2021 Eucharist     Marian Humphrey 
Sunday, Sept 19, 2021 Eucharist     Marian Humphrey 
Sunday, Sept 26, 2021 Eucharist     Marian Humphrey 
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Many of us have a hard time with departures, especially with those people who have come 
into our lives and made a difference, an impact or even brought comfort. With the departure 
of our beloved Pastor Sarah it created a small hole, a gap, a void. Although we celebrated the 
fact that Sarah and her family have moved on to share their talents and love with another 
congregation, in the same celebration we hurt, our hearts ache a little and we want to be a 
bit selfish and keep them here all to ourselves. Well, as we all know that’s not how it works. 
People grow, move on or are called to a different space, our job is to support and encourage 
them and remember them for what they did for and with us. We will miss Pastor Sarah and 
her family tremendously! 

 

As author, Traci Smith wrote, “People come into your life for a reason, a season or a lifetime” 
we can not force the relationship beyond their purpose. Pastor Sarah has served her purpose 
with us at St. John’s… Thank you Sarah! 

Uncertainty! Unity! Peace and Love! - Faith Elizabeth Chisholm 

The last time we worshipped in our church together was on Sunday, March 8, 2020 and Bishop 
Chilton was with us. Do you remember? We all wondered how are we going to go to church 
now? Most of us can’t bare the void of worship in our lives. But wait, technology began to help 
fill that void. For me, it was YouTube at the Cathedral, then St. John’s began doing Virtual 
church on Zoom and pre-recordings on YouTube thanks to Libby and Pastor Sarah. I would 
have never thought that at 94 (now 95) years old I’d be attending church virtually, on my 
“tablet”! Things have evolved a bit with the joyous gatherings we now have on the church 
grounds, around the circle. I love seeing the many faces that join in praising our Almighty God. 

 

Love, Laughter, Communion and Song 

Much communication and love to last the whole week long 

Joy! Joy! Joy! With Libby’s music so dear 

Bells ringing, voices singing, children’s laughter and cheer 

We can not forget our loved ones who have succumbed to the call and sad end 

God bless their souls, think of them dearly with freedom and everlasting life 

What joy awaits us one day, we will join them again 

There will be peace, love and no strife. 

Hallelujah! 

 

 

I challenge you!!! - Faith Elizabeth Chisholm 

As the oldest member of St. John’s, I have committed to assist with contributing to the 
Newsletter on a monthly bases. An article, a poem a picture. My challenge to you is to 
follow the leader. If I can do it, so can you! It doesn’t have to be long, or personal, just be 
within the vein of church news or related. I look forward to see articles from others in 
the future. Lastly I personally and publicly want to thank Karen Chapman for taking on 
the responsibility of being our new Newsletter Editor. 
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The title of this sermon is “Discovering the Gospel of Your Life.”   
 
Throughout I will be posing a number of open-ended questions, each of which are invitations into an intentional exploration of your life and your 
faith that you can always do on your own, or you can take  part in one of two offerings this fall through the Diocese of Washington’s School for 
Christian Faith and Leadership. One of the offerings is a six-session series called Discover, designed for a small group or entire congregation to take 
together; the other, called Explore, is a self-guided, online course. Information about both is on the School for Christian Faith and                      
Leadership website. 

I make this invitation well aware that -- amid all that your life demands of you, how busy you are, the challenges you face, and the enormity of 
suffering we see all around us (and this was a particularly difficult week) -- personal faith exploration can seem like a luxury that you simply don’t 
have time for. If that’s true for you, I understand. Yet questions of faith and self-awareness, while not always urgent, keep coming back to us. They 
are the questions, as the poet David Whyte suggests, “that have no right to go away, for they have to do with the person we are about to become; 
they are conversations that will happen with or without our conscious participation.”1 They are the questions that determine what kind of person 
we will wake up to be tomorrow. 

Let me clarify what I mean by “Discovering the Gospel of Your Life,” word by word, starting with the first. 

When we discover something, it's helpful to remember that nothing has changed in the material world. What changes is our awareness of some-
thing whose existence had been there all along. In most cases, what we discover others have long known about -- a common observation among 
the people whose ancestors were in the Americas centuries, if not millennia, before Europeans discovered what was for them a New World. In our 
personal lives, what we discover about ourselves is generally not news to those around us, which is why increasing our self-awareness always 
involves allowing others to tell us what they see in us that we cannot. 

(You’ll find the complete writings on line at https://www.edow.org/about/bishop-mariann/writings) 
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DIANN PUZON 9/2 
THURSTON SPAULDING 9/3  

DALILA HERRERA 9/8 
JONATHAN BREVARD 9/10  

JUANITA WHITE 9/11 
BILL RODENBERG 9/12   
VICTORIA SMITH 9/12  

JAUNYA (ZACK) JOHNSON 9/14  
MARCUS ROCHESTER 9/16 

CHERISH JOHNSON 9/18 
ERIC ODDERSTOL 9/21 

JOANN DAVIS 9/24 
MERLIN PETROFF  9/24 

ST. JOHN’S  HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 
Are you interested in helping to research and gather 
the history of St. John’s? Work will be beginning this 
summer. To get  involved with the  committee, contact 
Angie Vereen at  angievereen@gmail.com. 
 
SEPTEMBER CELEBRATIONS 

 Labor Day Sept 6 
 Rosh Hashanah Sept 6 (at sundown) 
 Teddy Bear Day Sept 9 
 Grandparents Day Sept 12 
 Hispanic Heritage Sept 15 (thru Oct 15) 
 Yom Kippur Sept 15 
 Women Friendship Day Sept 19 
 Autumnal Equinox Sept 22 (Start of Fall) 
 National Comic Book Day Sept 25 

 
WORSHIP AND STUDY SCHEDULE  
ALL WORSHIP LINKS & INVITATIONS  
WILL BE SENT BY EMAIL! 

 
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP AND BIBLE STUDY 
9:30 a.m. – In Zoom 
 
WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY 
7 p.m. – In Zoom. 
 
EXTENDED PRAYER LIST 
Continuing prayers are requested for the following: 
Thomas, Birgitt, Faith, Diane, Sheyla, Connie, Anna, 
Harvey, Kelly, Dawn, Debbie, Diane and Jim, Annie and 
Bill, Elma, Mary Jo, Sarah, Lee & Becky,  Karen & Tim, 
Wolfgang, Billy, Patricia, Alma, Susan, Lana, all persons 
affected by COVID, natural disasters and gun violence. 
 
SALES  PERSONALIZED BRICKS 
 Please see Karen Chapman for details.  
 ST. JOHN’S SHIRTS = $20 EACH 
 Call Karen Herbert at 301.440.4294 
 
SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LEADERSHIP 
The Episcopal Diocese of Washington has all sorts of 
learning opportunities available! Most are free of 
charge and scholarships are available for the others.  
 
Check it out:  
www.edow.org/leadership-discipleship/school1 

QUIET SPACE FOR PRAYER AND REFLECTION 
Our historic church building will be open for private prayer on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. If you are    
looking to reconnect to our holy space or just longing for a quiet 
place to talk to God, consider dropping in. Only the lights in the 
rear of the church will be turned on. Please wear a mask and 
honor social distancing. 

 

RINGING IN THE FALL   
Are you interested in making music with us? Are you        
interested in being part of a community of musicians?    
Handbell ringing could be for you! This fall we will be     
forming the St. John's Handbell Ringers (name TBD), 
and YOU are invited to join us. We will rehearse on 
Thursday evenings from 7-8:30pm in Bayne Hall (As 

long as it is safe to do so) where we will be able to socially distance as well as 
open doors for ventilation. There are no prerequisites for joining us. We will be 
learning to read music and how to ring bells together. Our first meeting for the 
year will be on Thursday, September 16, from 7-8:30pm. We hope to see you 
there! 
 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP INFORMATION 
Here is a checklist of things to bring with you: 
 Your completed regathering covenant                    
     (https://tinyurl.com/StJohnsRegatheringCovenant) 
 Masks for all attending worship 
 Chairs for each of your family members 
 A shot glass (or other small vessel) for each family  

member to receive wine at communion 
 A plastic baggie to transport your used shot glass home 
 A device (tablet, phone) on which you can read your bulletin (We only have a 

limited number of paper bulletins.) 
 Bug spray and sunscreen 
 Your own coffee/snack for coffee hour 
 

HOW TO DOWNLOAD A BULLETIN ONTO YOUR DEVICE 
We will provide a QR code like this one for you to download your 
bulletin. Simply point your device’s camera at the code as if you 
were going to take a picture of it, and you should be prompted 
to open up a link. Try out this code for practice! 
 

ONLINE GIVING TUTORIAL VIDEO 
Thank you, John and Kristen Slattery for producing this  
How-To Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Smho3aZ0Wq8 
 

Bathroom Policies 
1. We encourage you to use the restroom before you arrive at worship. 
2. Bathrooms will be open for use by one family unit at a time.  
3. If the door is closed, knock before you enter. 
4. After you use the restroom, you will need to wipe down everything that you 

touch. 
5. When no one is in the restroom, please prop the door open. 
 

CONNECT WITH ST. JOHN’S BROAD CREEK 
Send your contact information to 
info@stjohnsbroadcreek.org  
or leave a message at 301.248.4290. 
 

**Dates and times are subject to change, check with the office at 301. 248.4290 or 
online at www.stjohnsbroadcreek.org  
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HOW TO DONATE ONLINE! 
NEW INSTRUCTIONS! 
 
1. If you have a Realm account, sign into realm. If not, skip this step...or better yet, email Betsy  

Winters (betsywinters@gmail.com) to get your signed up! 
2. Go to www.stjohnsbroadcreek.org/give - you can also get there via the St. John’s Homepage by 

clicking “Donate Online” at the top right menu.  
3. Fill out the form to submit your one-time or regular donation! Some options on the form:  

A)  Recurring donations: You can set it to give once per week, once every two weeks, once per month, or once per quarter! 
B)  Funds: Right now we have everything going to General Funds with this new system, but feel free to write details on the MEMO line if 
you’d like to designate monies for other funds or just to write details.  

4. Click “Continue” and complete the steps to process your payment! You will have a couple more options: 
A)  ACH or Credit Card: ACH Bank Transfer is now available – the exact same thing as writing a check, and less fees. 
B)  You will also have the option to offset the fees for the online banking service, which St. John’s would greatly appreciate!  

 
Then you’re done! Hooray!  
 
If you’ve logged into Realm, this donation will be automatically entered into your account. If not, we’ll post the donation to your account as 
quickly as possible.  
 
How to Donate via Text! 
St. Johns is excited to introduce giving via text! Text StJohnsBroadCreek $50 to 73256 and replace the $$ amount with the amount of your  
choosing! Then follow the instructions when you receive a text back.  
 
Then you’re done! Easy as pie! Note: Standard text message rates apply  

 We have submitted the financial statements requested by EDOW as a part of the "transition" process 

aimed at getting a new Rector. We expect to hear from Rev. Andrew Walter, Canon for the Ordinary, as 

soon as he reviews our data. Once that happens, we will move to the next step which involves a good bit of 

"self discovery" to identify who we are as a congregation and what we need. 

 St. John's has submitted a Grant request through the “Congregational Growth Grant” program. We have 

requested  a sum of $18,650.00 that would allow to purchase and install a very high end audio/video    

system which would be used to further strengthen our digital offering for worship. 

 We will be planning another "Clean Up" day for sometime later in September or early October.   
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NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS  

if you would like to submit information to be considered for inclusion in the “St. John’s Way” newsletter, email 
your information DIRECTLY to sjbcnews9801@gmail.com  by the 20th of the month. The newsletter will be 
distributed the 1st week of the following month. Inclusion in the newsletter is NOT guaranteed.  
 
 

ABOUT YOUR SUBMISSION(S) 
 Articles which are selected for publication will be proofread for content, spelling, and grammatical errors. The editor has the right to edit 

your article for grammatical flow. 
 Articles should be submitted in Word format and discuss subjects relevant to the St. John’s  community.  
 Articles should include section headings and authors name 
 Illustrations, tables, sidebars are encouraged to illustrate and emphasize the message.  
 
STRUCTURE OF YOUR ARTICLE(S)  
 News items and announcements - short, topical, news oriented  
 Major Articles  - in depth discussions of topics of interest  
 
Email your information DIRECTLY to sjbcnews9801@gmail.com at least two weeks in  advance of possible placement. Please remember,   
submitting your article does not guarantee placement.  

 Deadlines for submissions can also be found on the last page of the newsletter  

http://www.stjohnsbroadcreek.org
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Let’s have some fun… PSALM 1 
 

Instructions: Find and circle the words shown in all capital letters.  

Words may be forward, backward, vertical, or diagonal within the puzzle.  
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S T.  JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH  

BROAD CREEK -  A Place in T ime  

 

 

Here is your opportunity to make a permanent mark at St. John’s Church 
– Broad Creek.  With our exciting “A Place in Time” Brick Project, we are 

looking forward to beautifying our grounds with the names of our members (current, former & in memory of), 
thanksgiving’s, baptismal, anniversary and more.  St. John’s bricks are $50 each for a 4x8 brick or $75 each for an 
8x8 brick.  You may purchase as many as you wish.  Engraving is included. 

If you wish to add a symbol to your brick, please add $10 to your order.  If your symbol choice is a custom logo or 
larger than the standard symbols there will be a one-time set-up fee of $50.00 and a $5.00 scanning fee, you must 
provide the logo as a .jpeg attachment. 

 

Yes, I would like to reserve a permanent brick(s). Please engrave my brick as follows 

ANY GRAMMATICAL SYMBOL IS CONSIDERED ONE SPACE (PERIOD, COMMA, COLON, DASH, etc.) 

ALL TEXT IS CENTERED UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED 

G O   N E W T O N   H I G H   L I O N S   

S T A T E   C H A M P I O N S             

2 0 0 2 ,   2 0 0 3 ,   2 0 0 4           

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

                                          

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM AND YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO: 
St. John’s Church (MEMO: Brick Project) 

9801 Livingston Road – Fort Washington, MD 20744 

 

Name:  __________________ _________________________________ Phone: (_______) __________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City:   ______________________________________ State: ______________________ Zip: _________________________ 

Email Address:  ___________________________________________ Amount Paid: _____________ Check #: ___________ 

This is an Ongoing until brick project is complete 

If you have any questions, please call Karen Chapman at (240) 515-0707 or  

Church Office at (301) 248-4290. 
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ST. JOHN’S PRAYER  
Almighty and ever living God, ruler of all things in  
heaven and earth, hear our prayers for St. John’s, 
Broad Creek. Strengthen the faithful, arouse the    
careless, restore the penitent, draw the seekers, 
and increase our numbers. Grant us all things 
necessary  for our common life, and bring us all to 
be of one heart and mind within your holy 
church; through Jesus Christ our lord. Amen 
 
VISION STATEMENT  
St. John’s will continue to grow as a positive 
source of comfort and love in the lives of our 
diverse parish family the surrounding community 
will come to know us as a welcoming, inclusive 
shelter in a world of uncertainty, and a source of 
help in crisis.  
 
MISSION STATEMENT  
St. John’s church is an inclusive community of 
faithful believers and earnest seekers, where 
worship is the foundation of our common life, 
and where the holy spirit moves us to gather and 
thrive as a loving extended family while reaching 
out to serve our neighbors with the Good news of 
God’s love. 

Deadlines for future newsletters 
will be the 20th of each month, 
unless stated otherwise. 

 
Submissions may only be sent  

via mail or emailed.  
If hand written please be sure  

it is legible. 
 

The preferred way to receive your  
submissions is as a Microsoft Word  
document via email. More info on  

“We want you to know” page. 
 

Please email your letters, ideas, articles,  
comments, information, questions to 

Karen KC Chapman at 
sjbcnews9801@gmail.com 

 
NOTE: dates, times, locations mentioned in  

this newsletter are subject to change. All 
content has been edited to the best  

of our abilities and shared for  
informational purposes.  

 
Be kind and understanding. PEACE! 

 
 
 
 

RECTOR: 
Vacant  tbd 

 
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS & MUSIC: 

Libby Wiebel 
lwiebel@stjohnsbroadcreek.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS:  

Tuesday - Friday  10 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
 

WEBMASTER:  
John Slattery 

jandkslattery@gmail.com 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
Karen KC Chapman 

sjbcnews9801@gmail.com 
 

ST. JOHN’S BROAD CREEK EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
9801 Livingston Road,  

Fort Washington, Maryland 20744 
Office Phone: 301.248.4290 

Office Fax: 301.248.7838 
www.stjohnsbroadcreek.org  
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